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Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (5.45 pm): I move the following amendment—

That all words after ‘learning’ be deleted and the following words inserted:

‘and notes the Newman government’s fiscally responsible management of funding to education services across both state and non-
state education sectors, including for disadvantaged students and those with a disability and/or learning impairment.’

One thing I will not cop from those opposite is a history lesson that is wrong. If we are going to go
back through time, let us look at the history from when Labor lost the election in 1957. In 1957, the then
coalition, led by Premier Frank Nicklin, who the Premier mentioned in his maiden speech, elevated the
portfolio of education from No. 8 to No. 3 in the cabinet and he appointed Jack Pizzey as the minister.
Honourable members, up until 1957 Labor had deliberately kept Queenslanders poor and dumb. Up until
1957, Labor had created 40 state high schools for the whole state. Within 10 years, Jack Pizzey, as the
education minister—having his portfolio elevated to No. 3 in the cabinet and having seen spending go from
about eight per cent to 11 per cent of the budget, and it is now at 22—had built 61 high schools. That
occurred from 1957 to 1967. It is the coalition—the LNP—that brought Queensland into the 20th century in
education. As the honourable member for Kallangur pointed out, the previous government had over 20
years—from 1989 to 2012—but we are again tasked with bringing education in Queensland in the 21st
century up to the standards that Queenslanders expect of a modern thriving economy. 

I reiterate the Newman government’s commitment to and provision for the best possible educational
outcomes for all of the people of Queensland. Whether they are prep students bravely stepping into the
classroom for the first time or mature workers reskilling for the rapidly changing employment landscape,
this government takes a crayon-to-career view of education. We hold the view that education is about
providing an environment that fosters the learning of those who will contribute to the future of our state. It is
about facilitating the development of citizens more than just instruction. 

I note that the opposition leader referred to State Schools of Tomorrow. Even though State Schools
of Tomorrow included selling off some assets to improve some assets in the electorate of the member for
Bundamba, in typical Labor tradition during the estimates committee hearing the member for Bundamba
argued that that asset should not be sold; it should be gifted to members of the community. That is the
typical Labor way—to just say, ‘Don’t worry about the finances, just give away the assets.’ It had been part
of her government’s plan to sell that asset to fund the improvements that were made in other electorates,
especially at Inala, especially at Wynnum, especially at Ipswich and also at Innisfail, as my colleague the
minister points out. 

I want to talk about universal access to education for all Queenslanders. We heard the opposition
leader talk about the Queensland School for Travelling Show Children. But parents should be warned: it is
not their children’s future the opposition leader is concerned about; it is hers. The decision to close the
travelling show school was made because of its inadequate educational outcomes. The 2012 NAPLAN
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results for the children who attended that school were in most areas below both the Queensland and the
Australian averages. The NAPLAN results that Queensland parents and students and teachers have had
to deal with have been a direct result of Labor’s education policies from 1989 until the first decade of the
2000s. So it is Labor’s problems that we are seeking to fix. When we look at the poor NAPLAN results of
the students of the travelling show school and the fact that there was an 84 per cent attendance record, it
is clear that those students were not being given the best chance. So the member for Inala is standing up
for their poor attendance record and their poor educational results. Added to that—and I think another
member realised this—two-thirds of the students who attend that school live in New South Wales and
Victoria. The Newman government does not believe that Queensland taxpayers should be spending
$22,000 on the education of each student of that school every year. We are offering all students in the
travelling show school a place at the Brisbane School of Distance Education and working with these
communities to give them two teacher aides. The 2012 NAPLAN results for the Brisbane School of
Distance Education were in most areas above both the Queensland and Australian averages. 

In the time left to me, and I know subsequent speakers are going to stand up on behalf of the
various aspects of education that we are proud to say that we represent, we are going to do it responsibly.
Funding to the non-state sector since 2009 has increased by almost 20 per cent. This rate of growth was
not sustainable given the financial situation left behind by the previous Labor government. We will deliver
quality education. We are making sure non-state schools are not getting less than they were overall. We
will continue to deliver better education for Queensland. 
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